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The Tense System 

Verb tenses tell us how an action relates to the flow of time. There are three

main verb tenses in English: present, past and future. The present, past and

future tenses are divided into four aspects: the simple, progressive, perfect

and perfect progressive.

Present Simple
I do

Past Simple
I did, I did do

Future Simple
I will do

Present Continuous
I am doing

Past Continuous
I was doing

Future Continuous
I will be doing

Present Perfect
I have done

Past Perfect
I had done

Future Perfect
I will have done

Present Perfect 
Continuous

I have been doing

Past Perfect Continuous
I had been doing

Future Perfect Continuous
I will have been doing
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Here is a list of rules of these tenses with
examples:

Simple
Forms

Progressive
Forms

Perfect
Forms

PRESENT
Ist form +

s / es

am/is/are +
Ist form +

ing

have/has + 
IIIrd
form

PAST IInd form
was/were +
Ist form +

ing

had +
IIIrd
form

FUTURE
will/shall
+ Ist form

will be + Ist
form + ing

will have
+ IIIrd
form

List of rules Examples
4

Simple
Forms

Progressive
Forms

Perfect
Forms

PRESENT I play
I am 

playing

I have 

played

PAST I payed
I was 

playing

I had 

played

FUTURE I shall play
I shall be 

playing

I shall

have 

played



The Present Simple Tense
1. To state facts or general truths
2. To express habits or customs
3. To relate future plans (often regarding programs and 

timetables)
4. To tell jokes and stories or to report sporting events in real 

time.

•Examples of the Present Simple
1. The sun sets in the west.

2. We produce lasers for cosmetic surgery.

3. They move into their new home next week.

4. So, I go to Mr. D and say “I deserve a better mark in this class”.

5. Jones stops in mid-court and passes the ball to Schuster.



Homework 

Read Jack's introduction. How many verbs in the present 

simple can you find?

My name's Jack. I'm nineteen years old. I come

from Manchester but I live in London. I'm a

student and I go to London University. I have

two brothers and a sister. I love football! I play

every weekend.



Use the correct verbs to complete the paragraph about Angela.



The Past Simple Tense

Use the simple past to express the idea that an action started and finished at a specific time in the
past. Sometimes, the speaker may not actually mention the specific time, but they do have one specific
time in mind.

Examples of the Past Simple

1. I watched TV last week.

2. We ate meat with my best friend yesterday.

3. The bus stopped a few minutes ago.

4. I met my wife 9 years ago.

5. She left the school in 2010.

6. He bought a new house last month.

7. Did she clean her home?

8. I read an interesting book last month.

9. We did a lot of shopping at the shopping mall.

10. He cut his finger and went to hospital.



Homework : Complete the sentences with the past simple of the verbs in brackets ( ).



Fill in the blanks with an appropriate tense form:
1. When I opened my eyes, I ………………. a strange sight. (saw, was seeing, have seen)

2. Every morning she …………….. up early and gets ready for work. (is waking, wakes, has
woken)

3. If I knew what he wanted, I ………………. this. (will not permit, would not permit, would
not have permitted)

4. I ………………….. anything from her in a long time. (didn't hear, haven't heard, am not
hearing)

5. The headmaster ……………… to talk to you. (want, wants, is wanting)

6. Jane ………………. with her parents. (is living, lives, had lived)

7. We ..................... Greece next month. (visit, will visit, would visit, are visiting)

8. The moon …………….. around the earth. (is revolving, has revolved, revolves)

9. She ………………… a novel. (wrote, writes, has written)

10. All students ………………. in their work. (handed, have handed, hand)

11. I …………………. English for twelve years. (am teaching, have been teaching, will be
teaching)

12. The students ............................. their dialogues. (rehearse, are rehearsing, Either could
be used here)
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FUTURE TENSE

1

The action of the verb has not happened yet, but it will.

To make a verb future tense, add will or shall to the front of

the verb.

 Ex:  She will talk tomorrow.

 Ex:  They will speak well.



Present Continuous TENSE

4

This tense is used to describe an action that is occurring right
now (at this moment, today, this year, etc.). The action has
begun and is still in progress.

 Uses the helping verbs am, is, and are

 Am is used with the subject I

 Ex:  I am talking to you.

 Is will be used if your subject is singular.

 Ex:  She is talking to you.

 Are is used if your subject is plural.

 Ex:  They are talking to you.



Examples of the Present Continuous Tense

The following are basic examples of the present continuous tense. The verb tense in 
each sentence is underlined.

• She is crying.

• He is talking to his friend.

• The baby is sleeping in his crib.

• We are visiting the museum in the afternoon.

Present continuous tense can be used to express something happening right now or to 
express something that is not happening right now. Examples of this use include:

• He is not standing.

• Anthony is sitting in the chair.

• You are not watching the movie.

• Rose is reading a book.



• Marc is making pizza now.

• They are eating lunch right now.

• Frances is talking on the phone at the moment.

Present continuous tense can be used in questions as well. Here are some 
more examples of this use:

• Is she laughing?

• Are they listening to the teacher?

• Is the baby drinking his bottle?

• Are you going?



PAST PROGRESSIVE TENSE

The past continuous tense is used to describe actions that began in the past and
often continued for a short period of time after the action started. This tense
describes actions or events that happened at a specific time in the past. These
actions are usually no longer happening at the time the sentence is being said or
written.
• The past continuous is formed from the past tense of "to be" with the base of

the main verb plus the ending "-ing" form of the verb.
• It is formed like this: Subject + was/were + continuous form of the verb ending

in -ing

Uses the helping verbs was and were

 Use was if your subject is singular.

 Ex:  He was talking to you.

 Use were if your subject is plural.

 Ex:  They were talking to you.



Examples of the Past Continuous Tense
The following are basic examples of the past continuous tense. 
The verb tense in each sentence is underlined.

• When we got to the house yesterday morning, the baby was 
drinking a bottle.

• He was waiting at home all day when she sent him the 
message.

• Alan was cutting the grass the other day when the snake 
appeared.

• I was not sleeping when you got home late last night.
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Present Perfect Tense

1

Present perfect tense combines the present tense and the
perfect aspect used to express an event that happened in the
past that has present consequences. This tense is used to
show a link between the present and past and is commonly
used in everyday conversations, in the news, on the radio,
and when writing letters.



Using Present Perfect Tense

4

To create the present perfect tense of any verb, you will combine the
present tense of the verb "to have" plus the past participle of the
main verb of the sentence. The past participle of a regular verb is the
base word plus –ed.
One example of this tense is: "have jumped." "Have" is the present
tense and "jumped" is the past participle. Some other forms of this
tense are:
• Has lived: She has lived here all her life.
• Have written: They have written three letters already.
• Have worked: I have worked here since I graduated school.
• Has done: He has finished his homework.
• Have been: We have been to Canada.
• Has forgotten: She has forgotten her folder.



• To describe an action that is being repeated between the past and 
present. Example: We have gone to the beach many times.

• To describe an action that started in the past and is still continuing 
in the future. Example: I have lived in the United States since 1990.

• To describe an action that has not yet been finished. Example: It 
has rained a lot this month.

• To describe an action that was completed in the recent past. 
Example: I have just finished my internship at the museum.

• To describe an action when time was not an important aspect. 
Example: She has lost her wedding ring.

There are times when you cannot use the present perfect tense. For 
example, you cannot use it with specific expressions of time that 
have already finished, such as last year, that month, when I was a 
baby, etc.

There are many different situations where the present perfect tense can be 

used. It can be used in the following ways:



Present perfect tense can be used with expressions that are unspecific in time:

• I have lost my purse.

• We have seen this movie already.

• He has broken his leg.

• There has been an accident.

Some examples of present perfect tense used to express an unfinished period of 
time are:

• We haven't seen her today.

• They have been to the mall twice this month.

• She has watched that show three times this week.

Examples of using present perfect in talking about events that happened in the 
recent past but the effect of the recent event is still felt in the present include:

• The children have made a mess in the kitchen.

• He has started a new job.

• She has finished her chores.

Examples of Present Perfect Tense



Present perfect tense can be used in questions as well. 
Here are some examples:

•Where have I left my sandals?

•Have you visited England?

•Has she met John?



The past perfect simple is used to describe one action that happened 
before another action in the past.
• In many cases a complete sentence is written in two parts with two 

different tenses:
1.The past perfect simple, to refer to the action that happened first or 

earlier
2.The past simple to refer to the action that happened second or later
• Sometimes the past perfect simple is used on its own and the action 

that took place afterwards is understood.
1.After Sofie had finished her work, she went to lunch.

(First she finished her work and then she went to eat lunch.)
2.I washed the floor when the painter had gone.

(First the painter left and then I washed the floor.)
3.Harold had known about it for a while.

(First he knew about it, then others knew about it)

Past Perfect Tense



The past perfect is formed using had + past participle. Questions are 
indicated by inverting the subject and had. Negatives are made with not.

• Statement: You had studied English before you moved to New York.

• Question: Had you studied English before you moved to New York?

• Negative: You had not studied English before you moved to New York.

Past Perfect Tense



Time Expressions in the Past Perfect Simple
The time expressions already, for, since, and yet may be used in the past 
perfect simple, as they are in the present perfect simple. Remember the 
following rules for using other time expressions:

• Use after, as soon as, the moment that, until before using the past perfect 
simple.
Ex: After she had moved out, I found her notes./ I didn’t say 
anything until she had finished talking.

• Use before, when, by the time before the past simple:
Ex. Before I knew it, she had run out the door. / By the time he phoned her, 
she had found someone new.



Negative Sentences in the Past Perfect Simple Tense
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Future Perfect Tense

The future perfect is used to refer to an action that will be
completed sometime in the future before another action takes
place.

Or Future perfect tense is used to indicate the completion of an
action by a certain period of time in the future.

For Example—

I shall have played.

He / She will have played.

Subject + shall/will + have + V3 + Object.



Positive Future Perfect Tense
I will have written articles on different 
topics before you come.

They will have played football in that 
field before you reach.

Bob will have gone to the library before 
he comes to the class.

Jeff will have traveled around the world 
before he comes to Bangladesh.

You will have studied the English tenses

She will have cooked dinner

We will have met Julie

It will have stopped raining

They will have left Japan

By six pm tonight:

I will have finished this book

You will have studied the English 
tenses

She will have cooked dinner

He will have arrived

We will have met Julie

It will have stopped raining

They will have left Japan





Here's the negative:

By next week,

I will not have finished this book

You will not have studied the English tenses

She will not have cooked dinner

He will not have arrived

We will not have met Julie

It will not have stopped raining

They will not have left Japan

Future Perfect Negative





To make the question, just put 'will' before the subject:

'Yes / no' questions:

By next year,

will I have finished writing this book?

will you have studied all the English verb tenses?

will she have graduated?

will he have got married?

will it have got colder?

will we have met your boyfriend?

will they have left their jobs?

Future Perfect Questions
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Compound Nouns and Adjectives

In English we can add two words together to make a new noun. For 
example:

A change in climate means a change in lifestyle.
life + style = lifestyle

A single word Two words Hyphenated

haircut rain forest self-esteem

toothpaste ice cream brother-in-law

Compound nouns can be written three ways:



Compound nouns can be created may ways:

•NOUN + NOUN:
We were waiting ages at the bus stop.

•ADJECTIVE + NOUN:
I wrote an example on the whiteboard.

•VERB+ING + NOUN:
Do you know if there’s a swimming pool near here?

•NOUN + VERB:
Wow! I love your hairstyle!

With compound nouns, there are no rules whether the nouns are together, separated by a space, or 
separated by a hyphen.



Forming Compound Adjectives

Compound adjectives can be formed in many different ways:

•NUMBER + NOUN (five-minute, twenty-page, ten-story)
•ADJECTIVE + NOUN (short-term, high-quality, last minute)
•ADJECTIVE + VERB+ING (good-looking, long-lasting, quick-thinking)
•NOUN + VERB+ING (mouth-watering, record-breaking, English-speaking)
•NOUN + ADJECTIVE (world-famous, smoke-free, ice-cold)
•NOUN + PAST PARTICIPLE (solar-powered, middle-aged, sun-dried)
•ADVERB + PAST PARTICIPLE (brightly-lit, well-known, highly-respected)
•ADJECTIVE + PAST PARTICIPLE (old-fashioned, ready-made, short lived)

The vast majority of compound adjectives are separated by hyphens.



Examples







Exercise B



Cola

Homework:
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1. Thanks so much.

This is a simple sentence you can use to thank someone.
To add detail, say:
Thanks so much + for + [noun] / [-ing verb].
For example:
Thanks so much for the birthday money.
Thanks so much for driving me home.
2. I really appreciate…

You can also use this phrase to thank someone. For example, you might say:
I really appreciate your help.
Or you can combine #1 and #2:
Thanks so much for cooking dinner. I really appreciate it.
Thanks so much. I really appreciate you cooking dinner.

EVERYDAY ENGLISH (Basic English Phrases You’ll Use Over and Over)



3. Excuse me.

When you need to get through but there’s someone blocking your way, say 
“Excuse me.”

You can also say this phrase to politely get someone’s attention. For example:

Excuse me sir, you dropped your wallet.

Excuse me, do you know what time it is?

4. I’m sorry.

Use this phrase to apologize, whether for something big or small. Use “for” to 
give more detail. For example:

I’m sorry for being so late.

I’m sorry for the mess. I wasn’t expecting anyone today.

You can use “really” to show you’re very sorry for something:

I’m really sorry I didn’t invite you to the party.

https://www.fluentu.com/english/blog/how-to-tell-time-in-english/


5. What do you think?

When you want to hear someone’s opinion on a topic, use this question.

I’m not sure if we should paint the room yellow or blue. What do you 
think?

6. How does that sound?

If you suggest an idea or plan, use this phrase to find out what others 
think.

We could have dinner at 6, and then go to a movie. How does that 
sound?

Let’s hire a band to play music, and Brent can photograph the 
event. How does that sound?



7. That sounds great.

If you like an idea, you can respond to #6 with this phrase. “Great” can be replaced 
with any synonym, such as “awesome,” “perfect,” “excellent” or “fantastic.”

A: My mom is baking cookies this afternoon. We could go to my house and eat 
some. How does that sound?
B: That sounds fantastic!

8. (Oh) never mind.

Let’s say someone doesn’t understand an idea you’re trying to explain. If you’ve 
explained it over and over and want to stop, just say “oh, never mind.” You can now 
talk about something else!

You can also use “never mind” to mean “it doesn’t matter” or “just forget it.” In 
these situations, say it with a smile and positive tone, though. Otherwise, when you 
say this phrase slowly with a falling low tone, it can mean you’re bothered or upset.

A: Are you going to the grocery store today?
B: No, I’m not. But why—do you need something?
A: Oh, never mind. It’s okay, I’ll go tomorrow.



9. I’m learning English.

This simple phrase tells people that English is not your native language. If you’re 
a total beginner, add “just started” after I: “I just started learning English.”
My name is Sophie and I’m learning English.
10. I don’t understand.

Use this phrase when you don’t understand what someone means.
Sorry, I don’t understand.
11. Could you repeat that please?

If you’d like someone to say a word, question or phrase again, use this question. 
Since “to repeat” means “to say again,” you can also ask, “Could you say that 
again please?”
We can say “please” either at the end of the question or right after “you,” like 
this:
Could you please repeat that?
Could you repeat that please?



12. Could you please talk slower?

Native speakers can talk very fast. Fast English is hard to understand! This is an 
easy way to ask someone to speak more slowly.

A: You can give us a call any weekday from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. at five five
five, two five zero eight, extension three three—
B: I’m sorry, could you please talk slower?

13. Thank you. That helps a lot.

After someone starts speaking more slowly for you, thank them with this 
phrase.

You can use it in many other situations, too.

A: Ben, could you please make the font bigger? It’s hard for me to read the 
words.
B: Sure! I’ll change it from size 10 to 16. How’s this?
A: Thank you. That helps a lot.



14. What does _____ mean?

When you hear or see a new word, use this phrase to ask what it means.

A: What does “font” mean?
B: It’s the style of letters, numbers and punctuation marks when you type. 
A common font in the USA is Times New Roman.

15. How do you spell that?

English spelling can be tricky, so make sure to learn this question. You 
could also ask someone, “Could you spell that for me?”

A: My name is Robbertah Handkerchief.
B: How do you spell that?

http://learnersdictionary.com/definition/font
https://www.fluentu.com/english/blog/misspelled-english-words/
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Narrative tenses

Everyone tells stories. We do it every day, even if it’s just telling our
family that we met an old friend in the supermarket. English exams often
ask students to write anecdotes or descriptions of past events. An
important part of telling a story is using the right tenses because they
show the reader or listener how the events in your story fit together.
There are four main tenses that are often used for stories – in English
language teaching, they are often known as the narrative tenses,
because they are used to narrate (=tell) a story.



The most common tense for stories is the past simple. We use the past 
simple to talk about completed actions in the past. We often use several 
past simple tenses, one after another:

I saw an old lady. I went over to her and spoke to her.

It is very common to use the past simple when a time is mentioned:

On Sunday, we played tennis.

We had a meeting at 11 o’clock.



We also use the past continuous in stories. It is used for two main reasons. The first is to
set the scene before the action of the story begins:

The sun was shining and the birds were singing in the trees.

The second is to talk about things that were happening during a period of time:

The children were picking strawberries.

When we write a narrative, we often need to use the past continuous and the past
simple together. We often use when to show a shorter, complete action or event that
interrupts a longer one, and while to show an action or event that is completed while
another action or event is in progress:

He was swimming in the sea when he saw a shark.

I met her while I was working in Istanbul.



We often need to talk about things that happen before the main action of the story starts. For this we use
the past perfect and the past perfect continuous. The past perfect is formed with had + past participle:

She had never seen the document before.

The past perfect continuous is formed with had been + -ing verb. It is used for showing actions or events
happening over a longer period of time before the story began:

They had been arguing all morning.

The following paragraph shows a typical way in which these four tenses are used in a story:

I was driving to work when the accident happened. It had been raining all morning and the
streets were wet. I probably wasn’t concentrating enough because I was thinking about a
problem I’d had at work the previous day. Anyway, I was approaching the city when a deer
suddenly ran into the road. I swerved to miss it. The car skidded and I crashed into a
lamppost.



When we tell a story in the past, we often use linking words or phrases to join 
two or more sentences or clauses. This helps the narrative to flow in a more 
interesting and natural way. Some linking phrases and words show a 
sequence of events or actions.

First of all …, Then …, Next …, Finally …, After that …, After several 
months/days/hours/weeks …, By the time …, All of a sudden …

We also use linking words and phrases in dialogue to indicate interest in what 
is being said and to keep the conversation flowing.

- So how did you meet your wife?

- Well, it’s a strange story: what happened was I was training as a 
paramedic and one day we got a call to a house in East Street.

- Oh, my cousin lives there! …

- Really? … So, anyway, when we arrived in East Street, another ambulance 
was already there!

- So what happened?

- Sylvie and I treated the patient together. The rest is history!



Narrative tenses in a written story Example



Write the 
statements of 
the story that 
exist inside the 
squares in 
correct order



Choose one 
story
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WH Question Words

Wh-questions are questions that begin with one of the eight “wh ”
words: who, whose, what, when, which, why, where and how.
Questions formed with “wh ” words ask about the word or phrase the
“wh ” word replaces.







Examples



Examples
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Showing Interest and Surprise
What is interest?
Expressing interest – Interest is the feeling that you have when you want 
to know and learn more. If you are interested in something, you may 
say: “I’m really interested in…”. In daily conversations, we usually hear a 
lot of ideas that are interesting or make us interested. 



Showing Interest and Surprise
Showing interest:

• Oh? 
• Oh yeah? 
• Really?
• Oh really? 
• Is that right



Showing Interest and Surprise
Expressing Surprise  – Surprise is the feelings that people express when 
something unexpected happens. If you are surprised, you may say: “Oh 
my God!”. In daily life, there are many cases when we are surprised by 
things that we have no idea could happen. 



Showing Interest and Surprise
Showing surprise:

•No! 
•Wow! 
•Amazing!
•Unbelievable!
• Get out of here!



When we are very interested or surprised our voice 
is higher and louder.
• Normal response
   Uh-huh.

That’s interesting.
Oh, I see.
Right.

• Stronger response
Really?
Wow! That’s amazing!
That’s incredible!
No way!
You’re joking!



•Example
• I don’t like chocolate. – Really?
• Jack proposed me. – Oh really? When?
•My boss told me today she was giving me a big pay 
rise. Wow! 

• Did you know that she's getting married next week? Really?
• I'm going to start working on that new project in India next month. 

That's interesting.



Showing Interest and Surprise



Questions
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Auxiliary Verbs

The verb forms used as auxiliary verbs in English are:

1. to be

am,is,are was,were be,been,being

2. to do

do    does    did

3. to have

have,has had having

4. The modal verbs

can,could shall,should must

may,might will,would



Questions
A question (interrogative sentence) asks about some missing

information the speaker would like to have. There are 3 types of

questions in English, each asking about a different kind of
requested information, and having a different formation rule.



Yes / No questions

A Yes/No question is a closed question, meaning that it has one

of two answers, yes or no. It asks whether something is true or not,

i.e., whether the original positive sentence is valid. A question

element needs to precede the subject in order to form this

question.

The Y/N Question Rule: To form a yes/no question in English,

transfer the first auxiliary verb that appears before the main verb in

the positive sentence to the position before the subject. If there is

no auxiliary verb, as in the Present Simple and Past Simple, then

you add one (in both these cases, the auxiliary verb do).





Examples
1. Are you from London?

2. Can Nelson have a pet?

3. Do they have horses?

4. Do we need tomatoes for the pizza?

5. Does your father love fish and chips?

6. Is there a ruler in your schoolbag?

7. Do you know a good name?

8. Do your parents like tea or coffee?

9. Do you live in the country?

10. Does your brother play football?



Fill in the blanks with the correct question word. 

Your options are Am, Is, Are, Do, and Does.
1. (Are) you a teacher?

2. (Does) she have a brother?

3. (Are) they from Spain?

4. (Do) we need our books?

5. (Does) the boy live in the city?

6. (Are) the pencils yellow?

7. (Is) she 18 years old?

8. (Do) Tom and Jane speak French?

9. (Does) Rick like hockey?

10. (Is) Rick a hockey player?



Fill in the blanks with the correct question word. 
Your options are Am, Is, Are, Do, and Does.

1. (Do) you like pizza?

2. (Does) Jeff want another drink?

3. (Is) Jessy an American?

4. (Are) the tables broken?

5. (Do) the girls have the books?

6. (Is) the bicycle red?

7. (Does) she have a piano?

8. (Do) the children play in the park every day?

9. (Does) Sheila look like her sister?

10. (Do) the turtles have babies?



A Wh question is an open question, meaning that it can have 
any number of answers. It asks about some missing information 
the speaker needs. This corresponds to the different sentence 
elements, such as the verb, objects, manner, place, time, 
purpose, etc. 

The Wh Question Rule: To form a Wh question in English, add 
a Wh question word before the corresponding yes/no question.

Wh questions





How to form WH-questions?
1. with an auxiliary

Wh-word + auxiliary + subject + main verb …?

Auxiliary verbs are helping verbs (not main verbs).

Common auxiliary verbs include be, do, have. Others are will, 
shall, would, can, could, must, should, may, might, etc.

What do you do for a living?

Why should we read books?

When is she coming?



2. without any auxiliary

(when WH-words replace subjects already)

Wh-word + main verb …?

What happened to Peter?

A bad accident happened to him today.

Who won the game?

Tio won the game.

Who gave you this present?

My cousin gave me this present.
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Object and Subject Questions in English

What is a question?

Questions are what we ask to get more information.

Sometimes we ask question that will give us the subject of the sentence, 
meaning that the answer and the information that we need will be the 
subject. Other times we ask questions that will give us the object of the 
sentence and, in this case, the answer will be the object.

*Remember: The subject is the person or the thing doing an action and it 
comes in the beginning of the sentence. The object of the sentence, which 
comes in the end or after a verb, is the person or thing receiving the action.





Object Questions

STRUCTURE:

[Question word + auxiliary verb + subject + main verb]

question word – who

auxiliary verb – did

subject – you

main verb – call

Answer: I called Paulo

Paulo is the answer, and that is the object of that sentence.

Object questions can use the following question words:

Who

What

Where

Why

How

When

*Notice: The main verb is always in its base form.



OBJECT QUESTIONS IN ENGLISH

For questions in the simple present, the auxiliary verbs 
are do and does:

What do you want to drink?
We want some fruit juice.
Who does Karen like?
Karen likes Fred.
What does smoking cause?
Smoking causes cancer.

For questions in the simple past, the auxiliary verb is did:

What did Daniel make?
Daniel made a sandwich.
What did the earthquake damage?
The earthquake damaged my house.
Who did Jennifer lie to?
Jennifer lied to Sam.



Subject Questions
Sometimes we don’t know the subject, we don’t know who did the action, what did the 
action, or what the main idea is. When we need this information, we ask a subject 
question.

example:

Who called you?

STRUCTURE:

[Question Word + verb + object]

question word – who

verb – called

object – you

Answer: Paul called me.

Paul is the answer, and that is the subject of the sentence.

It is very important to remember that subject questions only use the question 
words Who and What.

*Notice: Because we don’t have an auxiliary, the verb needs to change and be conjugated to 
match the time tense.



SUBJECT QUESTIONS IN ENGLISH
This type of question is called a subject question, and subject questions do NOT use the auxiliary verbs do, 
does, and did.

How to form subject questions:

Who / What + verb in simple present or simple past + object ?

Examples of subject questions in the simple present:

Who wants some fruit juice?
We want some fruit juice.

Who likes Fred?
Karen likes Fred.

What causes cancer?
Smoking causes cancer.

Examples of subject questions in the simple past:

Who made a sandwich?
Daniel made a sandwich.

What damaged your house?
The earthquake damaged my house.

Who lied to Sam?
Jennifer lied to Sam.
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What are Hot verbs?

Hot verbs, actually means delexical verbs which means
having little meaning or no meaning in its own right, for
example take in take a photograph. give, have, make, get,
put, do, etc, are called hot verbs as well as
delexical verbs.



Phrasal Verbs with Put

Put off - postpone, leave until a later time.

Put up with - to tolerate.                                                    

Put down - to insult.

Put on - to dress oneself.

Put up - to erect.

Put across - to communicate something.

Put out - to publish.

Put back - to put something where it was previously.



Examples of Phrasal Verbs with Put
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What are Hot verbs?

Hot verbs, actually means delexical verbs which means
having little meaning or no meaning in its own right, for
example take in take a photograph. give, have, make, get,
put, do, etc, are called hot verbs as well as
delexical verbs.



Phrasal Verbs with Put

Put off - postpone, leave until a later time.

Put up with - to tolerate.

Put down - to insult.

Put on - to dress oneself.

Put up - to erect.

Put across - to communicate something.

Put out - to publish.

Put back - to put something where it was previously.



Examples of Phrasal Verbs with Put
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List of Phrasal Verbs with Take

TAKE AFTER SOMEBODY
Have a similar appearance or personality (especially a relative)

▪ She takes after her mother – they have the same green eyes and curly brown hair.

▪ John is such a funny person. He takes after his grandfather, who was a comedian.

TAKE SOMETHING APART
Separate something into parts

▪ The technician is taking apart the TV so that he can fix it.

TAKE SOMETHING BACK
1) Return something to a store:

▪ The jeans I bought were too small, so I took them back and exchanged them for a larger size.

2) Admit that something you said was wrong:

▪ I’m sorry I said you were stupid. I take it back.



List of Phrasal Verbs with Take

TAKE SOMETHING DOWN
1) Separate a structure into parts

▪ After the circus was over, the workers took down the big tents.

2) Write information on paper

▪ She took down my address and phone number and said she’d call me later.

TAKE SOMEBODY IN
To let somebody stay in your house

▪ My friend lost his job and his apartment, so I took him in for a month.

TAKE SOMETHING IN
1) Receive and understand information

▪ The instructor spoke so fast that I couldn’t take in all the information.

2) Make clothing smaller so that it fits you

▪ I love this dress, but it’s a little too loose. Could you take it in an inch?



List of Phrasal Verbs with Take

TAKE OFF
1) An airplane leaving the ground and going up into the air

▪ What time does the plane take off?

2) Become successful or popular very fast

▪ In the last few years, social media sites have taken off all over the world.

3) Leave a place suddenly (informal)

▪ He was at the party for about 15 minutes, and then he took off.

TAKE SOMETHING OFF
1) Remove a piece of clothing from your body

▪ I always take off my shoes as soon as I get home.

2) Not go to work for a period of time

▪ Jamie took three days off to go skiing in the mountains



List of Phrasal Verbs with Take

TAKE SOMETHING ON
Accept some work or responsibility

▪ Do you have time to take on a new project?

TAKE SOMEBODY ON
1) Hire or employ somebody

▪ The company has taken on three new staff members.

2) Fight or compete against somebody

▪ In tonight’s boxing match, Antonio will take on an undefeated boxer from Argentina.

TAKE SOMEBODY OUT
Go with somebody to a restaurant or movie and pay for their food or ticket

▪ I’m taking my girlfriend out to dinner on our anniversary.



List of Phrasal Verbs with Take

TAKE SOMETHING OUT
Remove something from a place

▪ I took the letter out of the envelope.

TAKE SOMETHING OUT ON SOMEBODY
Treat an innocent person badly because you are tired or angry about something else

▪ Hey, I know you had a terrible day at work – but don’t take it out on me!

TAKE OVER SOMETHING
Take control

▪ Germany took over several other countries during World War II.

TAKE SOMEBODY THROUGH SOMETHING
Explain something to somebody in detail

▪ Let me take you through the procedure for operating this machine. First, you need to…



List of Phrasal Verbs with Take

TAKE UP SOMETHING
1) Fill space or time

▪ These books are taking up all the space in my room.

▪ Last month an urgent project took up all my spare time.

2) Start doing something regularly

▪ I’ve recently taken up yoga.

TAKE SOMEBODY UP ON SOMETHING
Accept an offer or invitation

▪ “When you travel to China, you’re welcome to stay at my house.”
“Really? I might take you up on that!”

TAKE SOMETHING UP WITH SOMEBODY
Complain to someone about a problem

▪ If you don’t like the way I do my job, take it up with my manager.



An exercise : Complete the sentences below. Use the phrasal verbs in 
the box. Use the past tense when necessary. 



1. Let’s hurry! Our plane is going to ___________________ soon!

2. I need to ___________________ my books to the library tomorrow.

3. I’ll be away for a week. Could you ___________________ my fish while I’m gone?

4. It’s getting warm. You should ___________________ your jacket. 

5. Patrick decided to ___________________ water color painting.

6. The army tried to ___________________ the country during the war.

7. Who is going to ___________________ the garbage?

8. I ___________________ the phone number yesterday, but I lost the paper.

9. My uncle started a new business last year, and it really ___________________.

10. You can buy the food for the party and I’ll ___________________ the drinks.

11. I was sick, so I decided to ___________________ a day from work. 

12. Katie ___________________ her mother. They both have brown hair and blue eyes. 


	1
	2
	3
	4
	s1
	s2
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10
	11
	12
	13
	15
	16 Lecture



